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The internet can be used for many . ) R
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shopping and watching YouTube or that the power the internet gives us
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Online a lot of people bully, peer
pressure, cause fraud, and even
stalk you

In the early 2000s, the frontier of the internet was
rapidly changing. Nobody knew much about digital
citizenship. A girl who grew up not too far from
where | live was excited to get her own MySpace
account. She talked with her mother about this idea
to get permission, and her mom was very involved.
Megan developed a friendship online with a boy.
Within a short time this friendship that once turned
Megan into a happy, excited 14-year-old quickly
turned her sad, moody, and depressed. You see,

Megan’s mother did everything the experts said to
do and tried to protect her child, someone setting
up a false account for a fictional character was
able to urge Megan to hurt herself, changing her
family forever. This tragic ending could have been
prevented, but it's easy to forget that we have to
be extra careful with the internet.
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With all this information, | put two
members of my FCCLA chapter up
to the test with a game

two chapter members about
digital citizenship)

(My advisor read questions to

These are intelligent students-
--and they still missed a
couple.
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The Cyberbullying research
center states 34% of teens are
cyberbullied and 15% of teens
are the Cyberbullies. Clearly,
almost 20 years after Megan
Meier’'s unnecessary death, we
still have some work to do.

Digital citizenship is an issue directly related to Family, Career, and Community Leaders
Family and Consumer Sciences. One of the of America chapters can address this
FCS National Standards: 13.2.5 is to Explain the topic to help educate the members and
effects of personal standards and behaviors on Community as well

interpersonal relationships. As humans, our ’
actions impact our relationships with others.
When we post something online, it does not only
impact us, whether that is in a good way or a
bad way.
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Videos just like the one you are
watching now could help us spread
the word of the importance of this
issue to reach those outside of our
schools as well as help our members
better understand . The issue of
digital citizenship impacts everyone.

We need to help parents to be informed of
dangers through families first projects in our
FCCLA chapters and to help the community to
be informed of the issues through the FCCLA
National Program Community service, where
members could create a public service
announcement designed to help parents
understand how to protect their children and
the importance of monitoring their behavior.

It has been said that we cannot always
teach someone something, but often
our interactions will plant a seed that
sprouts later. By discussing this topic
and promoting higher standards for
positive, professional internet use, we
can plant these seeds to impact the
future.
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